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those of the Shaffcesbury-school other illustrations may "bo
gathered. And in the transactions of the body, absurdly
self-entitled " The National Association for the Promotion
of Social Science," we find still more numerous develop-
ments of this mischievous error.

When we say that the working-classes, and more espe-
cially the artisan-classes, have strong leanings towards
these Utopianisms, which they have unhappily been en*
couraged to entertain by many who should have known
better, we do not speak at random. We are not drawing
an d, priori inference as to the doctrines likely to find fa-
vour with men in their position. Nor are we guided
merely by evidence to be gathered from newspapers. But
we have a basis of definite fact in the proceedings of re-
formed municipal governments. These bodies have from
year to year extended their functions; and so heavy has
in some cases become the consequent local taxation, as to
have caused a reaction against the political party that was
responsible. Town-councils almost exclusively Whig
have of late been made comparatively Conservative, b}
the efforts of those richer classes who suffer most fron?
municipal extravagance. With whom, then, has this ex
travagaace been popular ? With the poorer members of
the constituencies. Candidates for town-councillorshipf
have found no better means of insuring the suffrages of
the mass, than the advocacy of this or the other local un
dertaking. To build baths and wash-houses at the ex,
pense of the town, has proved a popular proposal. The
support of public gardens, out of funds raised by local
rates, has been applauded by the majority. So, too, with
the establishment of free libraries, which has, of course,
met with encouragement from workingmen, and from
those who wish to find favour with them. Should some
one, taking a hint from the cheap concerts now common
in our manufacturing towns, propose to supply music a1